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equality, They had reproduced in the towns the forces at
work in the village community. It was the gradual evolution
of a capitalist structure of industry which was destructive of the
old relationship. The journeymen saw themselves sinking into
the position of hired workers, shut out from the ranks of the new
employing class who, under the stress of economic pressure and
the competition for the export trade, were taking the place of
the free co-operative associations of the self-employed as the
normal agents of production. This new class came more and
more to look, as the mercantile system developed, to the central
government, not to the township and to its own guilds, for
protection, The Navigation Acts, the embargo on the export
of many of the raw materials of production, and the diplomatic
and commercial privileges conferred by the Crown on such
chartered bodies as the Merchant Adventurers and the Mer-
chant Staplers were the effective bulwarks of our overseas trade.
Side by side with the development of capitalism in industry
came the new capitalist agriculture. The landless labourers,
working for hire on the rapidly growing enclosures, represent
the first decisive triumph in the history of our money power over
human dignity. But, in the short run, the gain outbalanced the
loss. It was an age of expansion; the majority of the dis-
possessed poured into the towns and the ports and earned more
in the new manufactories and on the seas than they had ever
dreamed of.

The extent to which those engaged, and perhaps still more
those who wished to be engaged, in the new capitalist enter-
prises found their opportunity for private fortune dependent on
government action was one of the two principal reasons for that
revolution in government which we associate with the Tudor
monarchy. The second was the quarrel between Church and
State which broke out in the reign of Henry VIII and in cm
form or another dominated English politics from 1529 to 1688,
We cannot, however, understand the Reformation in any of
its phases unless we understand something of the constitutional
revolution which largely preceded it.

The essential Tudor achievements in the political sphere were
the substitution of a national for a feudal administration and
the substitution of an oimticompetent legislating sovereignty